
CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 

 

SATURDAY: 

10:00AM --:  Registration and Schmoozing 

12:00 – 1:00:  Lunch 

1:30 – 3:00:  Workshop Session I 

I. Philip “Fishl” Kutner – “Yiddish in the 21st Century” 

II. Linda Fisher and Ruthy Seid – “Easy Songs to Sing with Your 

Community” 

3:00 – 3:30:  Break 

3:30 – 5:00:   Workshop Session II 

I. Bruce Bierman – “Klezmer Dance: Old Shul to Hip Hop” 

II. Leslie Dyson – “Philosopher’s Café” 

6:00 – 7:30:  Dinner off-site (together) 

7:45 – 8:30: I.  Keynote Address: “Finding Our Flux Capacitor: Connecting  
Communities to Build the Future of Secular Judaism,” and  

III. Showing of the Movie “66,” a charming film about a boy in 
England preparing for his Bar Mitzvah in 1969, for which he has 
BIG plans. Unfortunately, his father’s business is struggling, his 
older brother steals all the attention, and England is in the World 
Cup finals – on his day! Based on the real-life experience of the 
director.   

 

SUNDAY: 

6:00 – 10:00:  Breakfast 

9:00 – 10:00:  Workshop Session III 

I. Rabbi Milton Matz – “Plays in Search of an Ending: Provocative and 

Funny Sociodramas on Contemporary Ethical Dilemmas” 

II. Ben and Mark Neuman, Kerry and Toby Dyson – “TBA” 

10:00 – 10:30:  Break 

10:30 – 11:45:  Workshop Session IV 



I. Gerry Tenney – “Klezmer Music: A Fresh Take on Familiar Tunes” 

II. Ya’el Seid-Green – “Community Fundraising: Ideas and 

Implementation” 

12:00 – 1:00:  Lunch 

1:30 – 3:00: Plenary Session (open to all) – “Figuring Out the Future of West Coast Secular, 

Humanistic, and Cultural Judaism” 

3:00 – 3:30:  Break 

3:30 – 5:00:  Workshop Session V 

I. Michael Nye – “Coalition Building Within and Beyond the Jewish 

Community” 

II. Rochelle Goldman – “Challenging Representations of Older Women 

in Film” 

6:00 – 9:00:  Banquet Dinner 

8:00 - ???:  Evening Entertainment 

 

MONDAY: 

6:00 – 10:00:  Breakfast and Checkout 



Guest Presenters at the 2009 West Coast Regional Conference 

Michael Nye – As a member of the National Executive Committee of the Jewish Labor 

Committee for 39 years, Michael Nye has gained tremendous experience with building 

coalitions in both Jewish and labor communities. His workshop will discuss the steps necessary 

to build and maintain those coalitions. 

Philip “Fishl” Kutner – From speaking Yiddish as his mame loshn (mother tongue) to publishing 

Der Bay, an international Anglo-Yiddish newsletter, Fishl Kutner has always blazed a trail and 

been a leader in Yiddish communities. We are honored to host his workshop “Yiddish in the 21st 

Century,” a review of how we got where we are, where we are exactly, and where we hope to 

go. 

Gerry Tenney – A gifted musician and song-writer, Gerry Tenney’s command of American music 

and Klezmer is truly amazing. He will bring a fresh take on familiar tunes to his workshop on 

past and present Klezmer music, as well as plain good fun with sing- and dance-along ‘toe 

tapping’ tunes. 

Rabbi Milton Matz (in negotiation) – Award-winning playwright, honored rabbi, and 

distinguished psychologist, Rabbi Matz’s engaging and interactive workshop is based on his 

book Plays in Search of an Ending: Provocative and Funny Sociodramas on Contemporary Ethical 

Dilemmas.  

 

Examples of Past Workshops 

- Meaningful Secular Rituals   - Israeli Peace Options in the Age of Obama 

- Fifty Yiddish Words in fifty Minutes  - Secular Jews of Color 

- When God Enters the Classroom  - Jewish Perspectives of the Death Penalty 

- Folk Dancing with Don Shillinger  - Transmitting Family Secular Values 

- Transformation Change and the Usefulness of Social Networking as a Tool 

- Overthrow the Government? Smith Act Trials and Tribulations 

 




